
We strongly support local
content in streaming services
so Australian stories stay on
Australian screens.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese,
April 3 2025

WILL THE 48  PARLIAMENT DELIVER ON THE GOVERNMENT

COMMITMENT FOR THE AUSTRALIAN SCREEN INDUSTRY?

TH

The Australian screen industry has been waiting patiently for more than ten years for

the Australian Government to regulate digital streaming platforms for the benefit of

Australian audiences. Like other platforms, online streaming services should also follow

the local content rules that have served audiences and industry so well for decades

now.

Streaming regulation will establish a legislated requirement to invest in a minimum level

of Australian content.

Delivering on this proposal was a key commitment of the January 2023 National

Cultural Policy, Revive, as well as by Labor in the 2019, 2022 and 2025 Federal

Elections.

However, despite extensive and detailed consultation with stakeholders in the last term

of Parliament and a promised start date of 1 July 2024, no legislation has yet been

introduced.

Any streamer regulation put forward by the Australian Government must ensure the

sustainability of our industry, our livelihoods and support Australian screen culture for

generations to come.
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WHAT WILL DELIVER ON THE PM’S PROMISE TO AUSTRALIAN

AUDIENCES AND OUR SCREEN INDUSTRY?

Australian audiences must be able to see and hear their own screen stories

Fair Streaming Investment: Introduce a flexible and fair local content investment

obligation for streaming platforms tied to revenue and/or subscribers.

Protect Australian Creativity: Strengthen intellectual property protections to

keep Australian stories in Australian hands through a rights retention

framework.

Support Cultural Independence: Ensure a role for independent screen

businesses so they can thrive and remain autonomous.
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Audiences have shifted to online streaming platforms, but our local content

regulations have not yet kept pace. This is leaving Australian audiences, including

our most vulnerable children, with very limited access to their own stories and

culture.

Screen stories are undoubtedly the most accessible form of culture available to

audiences. So the local content rules for the screen industry that have served us so

well for decades on other platforms such as commercial free-to-air and subscription

(ie, Foxtel) must now be adapted to apply to online streaming platforms to keep

local storytelling culture within reach of us all.

Access to arts and culture is a vital part of our existence – experiencing creative

expression can help us address some of our most challenging issues, including

social cohesion, the opportunity to connect, develop resilience and a sense of place

in society.

Local content rules should support authentic local storytelling, including for child

audiences, protect Australian copyright and IP, and provide a recognised role for

our independent screen businesses so that we can maintain our cultural

sovereignty.

Streaming platforms have been a part of our lives for ten years now. The time for

action is long overdue.

WHY?

ACTION NEEDED:

Fair, flexible and reasonable local content rules for streaming

platforms without further delay.


